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slave, may have consciously realized. No able mind of
that time could for long have withstood the contemporary
task of spreading Christianity, unless the limitations and
conditions of race naturally assigned to him another
function in the great process of spiritual transformation.
Just as external conditions of life constrain a man
to social functions, the soul also contains collective
determinants which constrain him to the socializing of
opinions and convictions. Through the conversion of a
possible social trespass and a probable passional self-
injury to the service of the soul, Hennas is guided to
the accomplishment of a social task of a spiritual
nature, which for that time was, assuredly, of no small
importance.
In order to fit him for this task, it is clearly necessary
that his soul shall destroy the last possibility of an erotic
bondage to the object For this last possibility means
dishonesty towards himself. That he may consciously
forswear the erotic desire, Hermas merely demonstrates
that it would be more agreeable to him if the erotic desire
did not exist, but he gives no kind of evidence that he
actually has no erotic intentions and phantasies. There-
fore his sovereign lady, the soul, mercilessly reveals to him
the existence of his sin, thus releasing him from his secret
bondage to the object As a "vessel of devotion" she
therewith receives that passion which was on the point, of
being fruitlessly lavished upon the object. The last
vestige of this passion had to be eradicated in order that
the contemporary task might be accomplished; this lay
in the crying need of mankind for a severance from
sensual bondage, i.e. the state of primitive " participation
mystique". To the man of that age this subjection
had become intolerable. Clearly a differentiation of
the spiritual function had to take place, in order to
re-establish psychic equilibrium. Every one of chose